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David’s Dialogue
Dear members and friends of St. Matthew’s,
I've been working at names these past months.
Names can often prove frustratingly slippery.
But once caught, they give a lot of joy. They
symbolize our unique identity. I don't think
they dictate who a person becomes but they
can shape it. And conversely, by our actions
and our lives we give our own names meaning
unique to ourselves. Our names are important.
I've been thinking about your name as a congregation. St. Matthew is, of course, the name of
the person to whom we attribute the first gospel of the New Testament, the Gospel According
to Matthew. But in fact, that gospel doesn't explicitly say that it was written by Matthew. But
it is the only gospel that gives the name
"Matthew" to the tax collector that Jesus called
when he was in Capernaum. (The Gospels according to Mark and Luke call the tax collector
"Levi" and mention Matthew among Jesus' 12
closest disciples but don't connect the two.) Being a tax collector, Matthew has been made the
patron saint of tax collectors and accountants in
the Catholic, Orthodox, Anglican and Lutheran
traditions. (Orthodox Christians celebrate the
feast of St. Matthew on November 16.) Our
congregation has been blessed by some wonderful treasurers but I'm not sure if tax collecting and accounting have really defined us as
a community of faith over the past 64 years.
There is no question we have been faithful

stewards with our money, however. We have
invested in some important ministries.
But what else is there about the name St.
Matthew that speaks to who we are? Matthew
is a Hebrew name which means "gift of Yahweh." (From Hebrew “mattath/  = ”תָּ תַ מmeaning
gift + “yah/  = ”הַיreferring to the Hebrew
God.) That is also a good thing to remember
about us. We are a gift from God and what we
have to give is also a gift from God. I can tell
that St. Matthew's has been a gift to many in
the congregation and beyond. Gifts are not
something we earn or can expect to receive.
They come to us for free and must be freely accepted. A good gift, however, will often call for
continued giving on the part of one who has received.
I have been working hard to get to know your
names and who you are. If I am not remembering right away, please be patient with me. St.
Matthew's is a name I don't forget but the identity behind the name is something that I am still
working to get to know. You can help me by
sharing with me what you think your congregation’s name means. I will keep you posted as I
come to learn more about you as your minister.
Have a wonderful month, Gift-of-Yahweh Congregation!
Peace like a river,
Rev. David ᐊᐧᐦᑯᐦᑐᐃᐧᐣ wahkohtowin

Missed a service?. Watch the Services from Oct. 18th to Nov.15th 2020
The Rev. David Kim-Cragg posts our service each week. If you’ve missed some of these, here is a list of the
services to date since the last newsletter. Click on the link as shown underlined in blue.

•
•
•
•
•

Oct. 18th: SMUC worship 18 Oct 2020 Sermon titled “Rock of Faith”.
Oct. 25th: SMUC worship 25 Oct 2020 Sermon titled “Colour Me a Rainbow”.
Nov 1st:
SMUC worship 01 Nov 2020 Sermon titled “Encouraging, Comforting, Urging”.
Nov. 8th:
SMUC worship 08 Nov 2020 Rev. David Kim-Cragg tells a story based on the life and
death of Nichola Goddard, the first woman killed in combat in the Canadian Armed Forces.
Nov. 15th: SMUC worship 15 Nov 2020 Health Ministry Sunday
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see the notes, below, to ensure that everything that
you bring is acceptable. BTW: They also take fabric and
Christmas Services:
clothing regardless of its condition for recycling or doWhite Gift Sunday – Dec. 6 – Please bring an unwrapped non nation. Thanks for recycling.

Upcoming Services Information

-perishable food item for our donation box. Collected gifts
will be given to the Richmond Hill Food Bank.

Notes:
• ALL plastics must pass the ‘finger test’. You MUST
Covenanting Service – Dec. 13 - St. Matthew’s United
be able to poke your finger through the plastic
Church and Shining Waters Region will officially welcome
•
Remove zipper tops from Ziploc bags.
David as our Minister with a brief ceremony at the end of
• The plastic MUST be clear and not coloured.
our regular service. It will be an inspirational and special
• Plastic MUST be soft; not ‘stiff’ nor ‘crackly’.
occasion to celebrate David’s arrival.
• Styrofoam MUST be rigid. The new, smoother, softOutdoor Carol Sing – Sat., Dec. 19 at 2 pm – Everyone is weler type of Styrofoam that is not rigid isn’t accepted.
come to our parking lot and lawn to celebrate the Christmas
Submitted by Bertha Mohl
season with an old-fashioned carol sing. People will have
the option of staying in their cars or standing outside to participate. Spread some Christmas cheer. Celebrate Advent 3.
Call for Soloists/Musicians
SMUC and the Worship Committee are very grateful for the
volunteer soloists and musicians who have been participating in our weekly services. Their contributions add depth
and inspiration to our worship each week. In an effort to
give our volunteers a rest and to add variety to our weekly
worship, the members of the Worship Committee are wondering if you know anyone else - family or friend - who
might be interested in sharing and volunteering their musical talent at one of our Sunday services. Please contact Joan
Plume at (905) 884-4535 if you have a suggestion.

Nov. 22: Christmas Cakes, Beef Pies, Mini Bazaar
Bill Hurdman, the UCW and the Health Ministry are
joining forces to sell socially distanced Christmas
goods. The sale will be done in the church hall after service on Nov 22nd.
Bill is selling Christmas Cakes, fudge, shortbread, etc.
He will sell again the following few Sundays. The UCW
have made and frozen small beef pies plus some bazaar
items: knitting, oven towels, plants, jams, pickles and
more. Plus scrubbies from the Health Ministry.
Submitted by Bill Hurdman

Submitted by Naomi Knight

Clinic info from the Health Ministry
The Health Ministry offers:
nd
• Foot Care Clinics on the 2 Wednesday from 9am to
1pm. Foot care is completed by a trained nurse and
by appointment only. Call the church office to book
(or cancel) an appointment asap - at least 1 week in
advance.
•

Outreach Projects
• Donation made to support 360 Kids.
We had been asked to provide the teens with night
time housing but felt the risk during Covid was too
high to ask you to support that request. Instead, on
behalf of the congregation, we have donated kits for
food & drinks, personal toiletries & hygiene and personal sanitizing—all of which are really needed at
this time.

Educational and fun activities offered online by retirement homes and our community partners will be
• “Mitten” Tree
posted by the Health Ministry on two Bulletin
We will be putting up the Mitten tree in early
Boards - one on the west side of the hallway leading
December. We’ll be distributing many of your doto the hall and on the Narthex board which is opponated mittens, scarves, hats, and gloves before
site the sanctuary door in the narthex.
Christmas; the rest of the items will be distributed
Submitted by Linda Alldred-Johnson
early in the New Year. Please help us keep those in
need, warm this winter.
Recycling Continues

Please continue to bring your cleaned soft clear plastic • Update from the Fill a Purse for a Sister Campaign:
Only a few days left to donate your purses and/or
and rigid Styrofoam items to the church on the first
supplies. Thanking everyone for their donations to
Sunday of each month. But do not bring it into the
date. Donate a purse, supplies, or both!
church. Bertha Mohl will meet you in the parking lot
Submitted by Doreen Coyne
after the service to receive your sorted goods. Please
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Thinking about a Land Acknowledgement for St. Matthew's
When the Worship committee met Nov. 6th, they discussed the need for a land acknowledgement statement for
our congregational usage. Rev. David was asked to provide some background information for you to read and
that is provided as follows:
Land acknowledgements have become common at many events and gatherings across Canada. Inspired by the
Truth and Reconciliation Commission, they provide a way to remind ourselves of the history of the place where
we have come to live and the role that indigenous people have played in the creation of the institutions we take
for granted. Local historian Robert Stamp reports1 that extensive evidence from fourteen different cites of people living within the bounds of present day Richmond Hill dating back to 1800B.C.E.. That is roughly the same
time that the Bible says Abram and Sarah wandered the land of Canaan. These were the ancestors of people
we know today as the Iroquois or Haudenosaunee. Evidence of a village east of Lake Wilcox between 1280 and
1320C.E. (700yearsago) has been documented by archaeologists. Up to 1550, major villages were located near
the intersection of Yonge Street and Major Mackenzie Drive, off of Mill St., and near the headwaters of the
Rouge River to name a few examples. Eventually, these settlements moved on to join Huron settlements further west and the Mississaugas of the Anishinaabe (or Ojibway) moved in. It was the Anishinaabe who constructed elaborate fishing weirs at the mouth of the Severn River flowing into Lake Simcoe. The Iroquois named
that place Tkaronto, translated as “trees standing in water” in reference to the poles used to make the weirs. It
is from this name that we get Toronto. It was the Mississaugas who negotiated the “Toronto Purchase” when
the British Crown asked them to make land available for loyalist settlers following the American war of independence. As with other treaties in Canada, the indigenous people had a different understanding of these
agreements, trusting the British when they assured them that their ability to use the land as they always had
would not be hindered. Neither did they feel it was their land to sell or bargain away. Rather, treaties were
signed with the understanding that a way to share the land could be found that would benefit everyone. Canadian history has clearly unfolded in a way different from that. Local indigenous leader Selena Mills says that
“land acknowledgements are a necessary first step toward honouring the original occupants of a place. They
also help Canadians recognize and respect Indigenous peoples’ inherent kinship beliefs when it comes to the
land, especially since those beliefs were restricted for so long. ”2 Mills asserts that an acknowledgement can
take several forms, including words or visual symbols. Our United Church crest contains the phrase "Akwe
Nia'Tetewá:neren,” which means "All my relations." The worship committee of St. Matthew’s United Church
would like to find a way that we can acknowledge our relationship with this land and the people who have
shared it with us. Stay tuned for news of how you can participate in this initiative.
Footnotes 1 http://edrh.rhpl.richmondhill.on.ca/default.asp?ID=s2.1
2
https://locallove.ca/issues/what-are-land-acknowledgements-and-why-do-they-matter/

The Nasturtium
Completely edible—flowers and leaves. It grows well
with little maintenance. Deadheading allows it to
bloom throughout the season. They like full sun but
also partial shade. And these beauties come in many
varieties and colours both as annuals and perennials.
These bright orange ones are still blooming away in my
backyard as of Nov 17th and have started to self-seed
for next year. I’ll be adding more varieties and colours
of them to my garden next spring!
…Doreen C.
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Last Rose of Summer?
Did you see the roses blooming in October near the
front steps that lead into our Church?

Photo by Bill Hurdman

A rose bloomed with 1 beautiful yellow rose on October
7th with 2 more buds waiting to open—which they did
around Oct. 25th. They were still holding their own at
the end of October. We don’t normally find roses
blooming so late in the season but this year many of my
Horticultural friends, and myself, had this happen in
their gardens too. COVID has brought us some interesting environment changes due to better air from less
traffic and pollution. Perhaps the roses are reflecting
that. Or more simply, I believe God wanted us to have a
symbol of His continued Love for us during these trying
times as we enter His house.
……. Doreen’s thought

CASH CARDS

Dates to Remember

Next order date is Dec. 6th
Please place your last order of the year for cash cards
on December 6th. Cards that you order will be available to you on Dec. 13th so you can use them for
Christmas gifts or thank you gifts. One of our own
gets several $5 Tim Horton’s cards to thank friends,
helpers, and delivery people. Order forms are online
and on the small table in the narthex. The first order
date in the New Year will be Feb. 7th. Orders can be
put into the box on the table as you enter the sanctuary or given to Doreen.

Exiting the Church. Help decrease jams.
Our services are going well from a social distancing
perspective but we are still jamming up on the way
out. We would ask that you take your conversation
time to the parking lot so that those who need to
leave more quickly can get out of the church without
violating social distancing protocols. Should the status
of Covid-19 change for York Region impacting our services, we will notify you.
While this is a stressful time in our history, we are
thankful that we are still able to worship and pray
together.
Regards — Your Board

Euchre’s 2020 Donations
The Euchre group has not been able to meet since early March but I have been in contact with members.
The group has made donations to Scott’s Mission for
meals and to The Lung Association of Ontario given
the breathing complications of many from Covid.
Submitted by Doreen Coyne
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November 22
Fill a Purse for A Sister –Last day to donate purses
and/or contents!
Christmas Cakes, Beef Pies, & Mini-Bazaar n the
Hall after Service (socially distanced of course!
November 29 Advent 1
Communion
Christmas Cakes for sale after service.
December 6: Advent 2
White Gifts
Gift card orders taken today.
Christmas Cakes for sale after service.
Recycling at Bertha’s van in the parking lot.
Dec. 13: Advent 3
Covenanting Service for Rev. David Kim-Cragg
Christmas Cakes for sale after service.
Gift Cards orders given to you.
Sat, Dec. 19, 2:00 pm
Outdoor Carol Sing (On the Lawn; or in your car.)
Last chance for Christmas Cakes!
December 20: Advent 4 Service
December 24, 7pm
Christmas Eve service with Communion
December 25: Merry Christmas everyone!
January 3, 2021:
Recycling at Bertha’s van in the parking lot.
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